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Telephone Remarks to a National Center on Addiction and Substance
Abuse Dinner
March 18, 1997

The President. Hello, Joe. Can you hear me
all right?

Joseph A. Califano, Jr. Yes, sir.
The President. Well, thank you, ladies and

gentlemen, for the applause. And I’d like to
be there with you tonight, you know, but I’m
not particularly mobile at this time. I want to
congratulate all of you who have had anything
to do with the National Center on Addiction
and Substance Abuse on the fifth anniversary.
Hillary and I are pleased to be the special hon-
orary chairs for CASA’s anniversary dinner. And
I’m delighted to join you in paying tribute to
Nancy Reagan, to Peter Lund, and to Sandy
Weill as they’re honored for extraordinary
achievements in our common crusade against
substance abuse.

All of you know very well that alcoholism,
teen smoking, drug addiction, and other forms
of substance abuse are claiming the lives of
thousands of people every year and fueling
crime, domestic violence, disease, and death.
But because of the efforts of the National Cen-
ter on Addiction and Substance Abuse and so
many other people throughout our country, we
have reason to hope for a better future.

In just 5 short years, CASA has established
itself as one of our Nation’s premier institutions
in the field of substance abuse. In communities
all across our Nation, concerned individuals and
groups from all parts of our society are coming
together under the leadership of CASA to em-
power our people with the information and serv-
ices they need to lead productive and drug-
free lives.

I especially want to commend Joe Califano
and the board of directors, the staff, and the
special supporters of CASA for your vision and
your leadership in this crusade to protect our
families, our friends, our neighbors, and our fu-
ture from the ravages of substance abuse. Your
knowledge and professionalism and hard work
will make our Nation stronger and our future
brighter.

Our administration is taking forceful measures
to help our citizens in this crucial endeavor.
We’re attacking the supply of illegal narcotics
at its source, sending a strong message to our
Nation’s young people about the dangers of al-
cohol, tobacco, and drug abuse to prevent it
before it begins, including a $175 million na-
tional antidrug media campaign directed toward
our youth that’s part of our budget proposal,
and doing everything we can, finally, to have
the right kind of law enforcement that focuses
on prevention as well.

We want to be good partners with you. But
everyone in America has to recognize the unique
role that the National Center on Addiction and
Substance Abuse has played in concentrating our
attention and making us know that we have to
keep working on this problem. And we cannot
tolerate the trends of recent years in increased
substance abuse among our young people. We’re
going to turn that around, and we’re going to
take our Nation where we need it to go, thanks
in no small measure to your leadership.

I give you my best wishes for a memorable
anniversary celebration tonight and, even more
important, for continued success. And once
again, let me personally thank Nancy Reagan
and Peter Lund and Sandy Weill for all that
they have done.

Thank you, Joe, and thank you, ladies and
gentlemen.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 p.m. from the
Residence at the White House to dinner partici-
pants at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York
City. In his remarks, he referred to Joseph A.
Califano, Jr., president, National Center on Addic-
tion and Substance Abuse; and former First Lady
Nancy Reagan, Peter A. Lund, president and chief
executive officer, CBS, Inc., and Sanford I. Weill,
chairman and chief executive officer, The Travel-
ers Group, Inc., recipients of the CASA Distin-
guished Service Award.
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Remarks Announcing the Nomination of George J. Tenet To Be Director
of Central Intelligence and an Exchange With Reporters
March 19, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. I have just
completed a very productive meeting with the
Senate and House chairs and ranking minority
members of the Budget Committee, and all of
you know I’m about to leave in a few hours
for Helsinki for my meeting with President
Yeltsin. But before we discuss those things, I
want to announce my intention to nominate
George Tenet, who is standing here with me
with his family, currently the Acting Director
of the CIA, as the Director of Central Intel-
ligence.

He brings a wealth of experience and skill
to the challenge of leading our intelligence com-
munity into the 21st century. Beginning in 1995,
he served with real distinction as Deputy Direc-
tor under John Deutch. Prior to that, he was
my senior aide for intelligence at the National
Security Council. He did a superb job of helping
to set out our intelligence priorities for new
challenges. And at the CIA, he has played a
pivotal role in putting these priorities into place
and leading the intelligence community in meet-
ing the demands of the post-cold-war world.

As the longtime staff director of the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence, George Tenet
understands the essential role Congress must
play in the intelligence community’s work. Since
joining our administration, he has maintained
a strong relationship in Congress. He knows well
the concerns of the intelligence community as
well. He knows that I must have the unvar-
nished truth. He knows how critical timely, reli-
able intelligence is to our Nation’s security. I’m
proud to nominate him for this vital job and
very grateful for the service that he has ren-
dered to our administration and to our country.

George.

[At this point, Director-designate Tenet thanked
the President and made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you.
Mr. Tenet. Thank you.
The President. Congratulations. Thank you.
Q. Do you think he will be confirmed?
The President. I do.
Q. Why?

The President. Well, because he’s well-known
to the Senate and well-respected by Republicans
as well as Democrats.

Q. Mr. President——

Efforts To Balance the Budget and Summit in
Helsinki, Finland

The President. Let me finish my statement.
Our first order of business when I get back

from Helsinki must be to finish the job of bal-
ancing the budget. We have to do it this year.
Recent statements by the leaders of the Repub-
lican Party in both the Senate and the House
have given new impetus to this hope, and today
we began to build on that momentum.

When I met with the Republican chairs and
the ranking Democratic members of the Senate
and House Budget Committees, along with our
budget team, including Erskine Bowles, Sec-
retary Rubin, Director Raines, NEC Chair
Sperling, Legislative Director Hilley, and the
Council of Economic Advisers Chair, Janet
Yellen—of course, along with the Vice Presi-
dent—we agreed that, during the recess, they
will begin an effort to reduce the differences
among us in topics including Medicare and
Medicaid, other entitlements, national defense,
domestic spending, revenues, and other issues
relevant to the budget, so that when I meet
with the bipartisan leadership after Congress’
Easter recess, we will be ready to make rapid
progress until we reach a balanced budget
agreement.

We agree on the goal. We have agreed on
a schedule to start discussion. Now comes the
hard work of writing the agreement, dollar by
dollar, program by program, issue by issue. We
have circled these issues long enough. It’s time
now to give the American people a balanced
budget, and I believe we will do it and do
it this year.

Tonight I’m leaving for Helsinki for my 11th
meeting with Boris Yeltsin, Russia’s President.
Not too long ago, it was historic whenever the
President of the United States and the leader
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